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Eleusis3 both of which are said to have influenced the
numbers and figures of Pythagoras and Plato. The
Greek thinkers expressed in these symbols their ideas
of perfection which they conceived with the help of
their disciplined intellect. The age of symbols is in-
deed a glorious phase of human adventure; and its
history has yet to be written showing how as a result
of their incomparable spiritual enterprises the ancients
had the vision of the Ideal and evolved those institu-
tions through which man was to prepare himself for
the great future when the Ideal would become real
in his individual and collective life. The symbolic is
an age not only of great beginnings but also of wise
path-findings.

The later days of the symbolic stage are marked by a
tendency towards the interpretation of the ideals and
and institutions of the past from a philosophical and
ethical standpoint. Through the increasing growth
of this tendency the age of symbols merges into the
typal phase of human history, represented in India
mainly by the Ramayana and the Mahabharata. The
age of the Ramayana was the flowering of moral
idealism^ of the ethical mind; the age of the Maha-
bharata, that of a puissant intellectuaUsflij of the
intellectual mind: but both were inspired by the
Godward bent of India's soul. Buddhism., built later
on almost the same ideology, was another notable
effort to cultivate the ethical side of human nature.
The call of the Divine upon the Aryan man, rung in
the trumpet-notes of the Gita, was the greatest social